The Reporter
ST. JOHN’S
MISSION
STATEMENT
As a family united in
faith through the Holy
Scriptures, we exist to
give praise, honor and
glory to the Triune
God, to nurture and
train the family of believers through God’s
Word and to reach out
to the changing world
with a changeless Christ.
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Come and See
Stephen Bautista
on September 16th!
8:00 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary with
Stephen Bautista

10:30 a.m.
OUTDOOR Service* in
Central Park with
Stephen Bautista
Grades K-8 Sing
Monday 7:00 p.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary with
Stephen Bautista

Stephen Bautista
Contemporary Christian Artist
Visit his website
Listen to his music
Read about his music ministry
www.stephenbautistamusic.com

*Outdoor service

Sept. Calendar-Green Insert

Bring Family & Friends
Bring lawn chairs and a smile
Potluck lunch afterwards beverages provided
Central Park Band Stand

Questions call the church office at 651.388.2149
Watch for more information in the October newsletter!
10/24—7 pm—Voters’ Meeting
10/28—3 pm—Area Reformation Service—St. John’s, Red Wing
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Off to Africa

Maria Reese
If you weren't sure
when you were leaving or
how long you'd be gone,
would you be ready to go?
Well, Maria Reese is ready
to go to Africa. She just
has to wait for the Malawian government to issue
her a work permit. She
hopes to be gone for at
least a year, but may stay
for three.
Reese will be the Coordinator for the Lutheran
Mobile Clinic which works
under the Central Africa
Medical Mission. Her duties will include payroll,
keeping the clinic within
the budget, and reconcile
with CAMM and other
organizations connected to
health care and the government. Reese is not a
nurse, her job will be administrative.
Asked what prepared
Reese for this work she
said, "I have been preparing for this my whole life."
She is curious about other
cultures, interested in people, able to adapt to living
conditions. She also cred-

ited her parents because
they have lived their faith
their whole lives and her
mom (Eunice Reese) was
always talking about mission work. Reese and her
mom had done Vacation
Bible School in the
Ukraine and Reese went to
teach English in the Dominican Republic.
Maria will be working
with people she knows-one of the nurses has been
a friend of Maria’s since
high school. This friend is
also the former administrator, the role Maria will assume when she gets there.
She traveled to Malawi this
past January and has met
the rest of the staff. The
clinic is independent of a
church but every day the
vicar will lead a devotion
to all the people that are
seen by the clinic. The vicar is from the Lutheran
Church of Central Africa,
and the devotion will be in
the same building as the
clinic so it will tie the spiritual well being to the
physical well being.
The living conditions
will include sharing a two
bedroom house with her
friend that is a nurse, and
there are other buildings
on the compound: supplies, house for the housekeeper, and there is almost
always hot water but occa-

sionally there will be electrical outages, sometimes 2
hours a day. There will be
internet and wireless service. She will be able to
use a cell phone and there
will be a land line too.
Her office will be at
home, but she will help
load the ambulance each
day (which is a Toyota
land cruiser, with 4 wheel
drive, needed for the roads
in the country which can
be bad in rainy season),
and she will run errands
for the staff.
Reese is not afraid of
working in another culture.
The only things that concern her until she gets used
to them will be driving on
the other side of the road,
and having to deal with
foot traffic and animals
that roam freely: chickens,
dogs, cows, and goats.
The main language of Malawi is Chichewa and she
learned some if it when
she was there in January.
She said they have a very
different way of greeting
people. Say you came to a
table of eight people you
would go around the table
and greet each one separately instead of just saying
"hi everyone."
When asked how the
members of St. John's can
support the work of the

CAMM, her first response
was, "Prayers." But she
did add that for example if
they were short of pill bottles, we could collect them
and send them over, but
the money spent on postage of such things could be
put to much better use, so
it is best to just send money to the CAMM office in
Milwaukee because postage is so expensive.
(Please don't send empty
pill bottles unless you contact the office first to see if
there is a need.)
Maria will have her laptop and will do a blog and
newsletter about her work.
The blog is malialeese.blogspot.com and
her address there will be:
M.R. c/o Lutheran Mobile
Clinic
P O Box 30339
Lilongwe, Malawi
Africa
Reese would like to add
that the commissioning
service here are St John's
was "An amazingly uplifting day. It was a little
overwhelming to hear the
responsibilities of the Lutheran Medical Clinic but I
very much appreciate all
the well wishes."
Submitted by
Darcy
Gunhus
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Common Questions regarding the trip to Israel
1. Is it safe? Yes. I
was told the most
dangerous part of
the trip would be
getting to and from
the Minneapolis airport. If a situation
should arise in Israel,
the company will
cancel the trip and
refund our money.
2. How many are going? Right now
there are 17 signed
up. We are doubling
with a WELS church
from Thiensville,
WI. They currently
have 18, so we will
get to travel on our
own bus.
3. Is there a minimum needed for
the trip or a maximum that can sign
up? No. Whoever
signs up will be going. We’ll add more
buses if we have to.
4. What is the weather like in Israel?
The high temperatures in January are
usually in the 50s60s. It can be rainy.
5. Is there a lot of
walking? I would
say about 3 miles a
day on average.
The terrain can be
hilly. This isn’t the
type of trip where
there is a lot of sit-

ting around by the
pool.

want a few snacks
for the bus.

6. What should I
wear? Besides good
walking shoes, wear
your normal clothes.
Bring a light jacket.
Some places require
modest dress, meaning your shoulders
and knees covered—
not a problem in
January.

10. Will you be leading
this trip again?
No. This is it for
Israel. Someday I
would like to see
Germany, though.

7. Do I need to tip
the workers? No.
Tips are included in
the price of the trip.
The company will
give generous tips to
the workers who
help us.
8. Do I need to exchange money?
You can, but don’t
have to. Most places
take American dollars. You can easily
find honest people
to exchange money
if you would like.
Many places also
accept American
credit cards. Be sure
to call your credit
card company to
inform them that
you will be traveling
out of the country.
9. How’s the food?
Good, and healthier
than American food!
(Salad for breakfast,
anyone?) You may

11. When is the latest I
can sign up? I
wouldn’t recommend trying to
squeeze in after October. Obtaining the
necessary visas before the trip is the
main issue. The
travel company does
this for us.
12. Is anyone going on
the extension trip
to Rome? Yes.
There are 4 of us so
far.
13. What if I forget
something? The
only thing you abso-

by Pastor Engel

lutely must have is
a passport. You
can always buy
toothpaste in Israel.
14. Is it worth it?
Absolutely. You
will never get over
the feeling of
standing at Calvary, the empty
tomb, the Sea of
Galilee and many
other places where
Jesus walked. It’s a
once-in-a-lifetime
trip!
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Bible Studies Beginning in September!
Calling All
Moms!

Women’s Bible
Study

Bible Information
Class

Let’s join together
and seek guidance
and direction from
God’s Word as we
learn life lessons
from mothers in the
Bible. Our first
lesson begins with
Eve – of course! –
and we will discuss
how the devil
tempts us and the
hope Almighty God
gives us in the midst
of trials. Moms’
Bible Study will
resume on Tuesday,
Sept. 11th from 8:00
-8:45am in the
church fellowship
hall. Bring the little
ones along – they
can play while we
study. Books will be
available at the first
class if you haven’t
already received one.
Any questions?
Contact Janet
Gehlhar at 715-7925397 or
jgehlhar@redwing.n
et.

We will kick off this
year with a study of our
unique calling as
women and our
blessings and
responsibilities as we
live out our lives in
Christ-like service. We
will use the book –
Heirs Together of
God’s Gracious Gift of
Life. We will meet on
Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 – 7:30pm in
the church fellowship
hall beginning on
September 12th. Any
questions? Contact
Janet Gehlhar at 715792-5397 or
jgehlhar@redwing.net

We would like to invite
you to join us for the
beginning of a new
Adult Bible
Information Class. In
this class we will be
studying the very basics
of Christianity.
Everything we believe
and teach here at St.
John’s Lutheran is
based upon what the
Bible teaches and we
would like to share all
of this with you.
The best part of this
class will be getting to
know our Savior, Jesus
Christ, better and how
He can be such a
wonderful part of our
daily lives. In a small
group such as ours will
be, we will have time to
ask any and all
questions we might
have and then discuss
them together in the
light of God’s Word.
Parents who have
children in our
Elementary School are
strongly encouraged to
come so you can learn
what your child is being
taught about the Bible.
If at the end of these
classes, you are
convinced that you

would like to become a
member of our Christian
family here at St. John’s
Lutheran, we shall gladly
receive you as members.
There are no strings
attached to attending
these classes. You do not
have to make any
commitment now. There
are no obligations to
simply come and learn
more about the Savior
and His Word.
Classes will begin
Tuesday, September 4th
at 7:00 p.m. and will run
about 10 weeks.

Wednesday morning
Bible Class
We will begin with a study
of the book of Ruth. We
begin on September 5th
at 10:00 a.m. The
charming story told in
this book shows how
Ruth, a Moabitess, by
birth an alien to Israel,
was chosen to become an
ancestress of the Savior.
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Pastor’s Report—
Report—June 2012
SUNDAY CHURCH ATTENDANCE:
1,171
AVERAGE FOR THE MONTH:
293 (-37 may ‘12, -10 June ‘11)
WORSHIP AT THE CROSS: 6/26 (Lucht)
18
COMMUNION ATTENDANCE:
383 (+20 May ‘12, -20 June ‘11)
BIBLE CLASS ATTENDANCE:
136
MEMBERSHIP:
5/31/12
BAPTIZED: 863
COMMUNICANT: 681
MEMBERSHIP:
6/30/12
BAPTIZED: 856
COMMUNICANT: 676
BURIALS
NAME
DATE DIED
DATE BURIED
Miller, Katherine
June 5, 2012
June 8, 2012
REMOVED
NAME
DATE
Blood, Jeff
June 20, 2012
Bremer, John
June 20, 2012
Bremer, Lance (Baptized)
June 20, 2012
Bremer, Luke (Baptized)
June 20, 2012
Hauschildt, Ashley
June 20, 2012
Hauschildt, Cassidy
June 20, 2012
Miller, Larry
June 20, 2012
TRANSFERS
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for
NAME
DATE
IN/OUT
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Reese, Maria
June 12, 2012
IN from Riverview, Appleton, WI

Gifts & Memorials
BUILDING TRUST FUND
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Paul Benidt
CHAPEL OF THE AIR FUND
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Family & Friends
CEMETERY FUND
In memory of Don’s parents & sister Elaine, given by Donald & Ina Dammann
COMPUTER FUND
In memory of Phyllis Cushing given by Family & Friends
In memory of Phyllis Cushing given by Clarence & Marilyn Glander
ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of Irene Strusz given by John & Doris Kohrs
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Jack & Darlene Tomhave
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Lowell & Carol Gran
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Robert & Marion Bremer
GENERAL FUND
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Family & Friends
In memory of Irene Strusz given by James & Sharon Krie
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Family & Friends
GOD’S CHILDREN’S FUND
Special gift given by Wise Penny Thrift Store
ORGAN FUND
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Joyce Burkel
SCHOOL FUND
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Family & Friends
In memory of Irene Strusz given by Family & Friends

$

10.00

$

250.00

$

100.00

$
$

20.00
10.00

$
$
$
$

10.00
20.00
10.00
20.00

$
$
$

410.00
20.00
25.00

$

500.00

$

150.00

$
$

250.00
10.00

**Thank you for donations to the Computer Fund. Funds are still needed to cover costs for staff computers!
Thank you for considering this offering!**
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Update Facility Planning Committee

The Facility
Planning
Committee
continues it’s
work!

This summer, the Facilities Planning Committee
hosted two architects,
two accessibility specialists, and a structural engineer for an intense day
of examining our East
Avenue facility. We
held a meeting with
these specialists in the
morning to discuss project expectations and
facility issues. We supplied them with copies
of old photographs, clippings from the archives,
a timeline of facility upgrades from 1918 to the
present, materials from
our previous space planning efforts with Station
19, notes from research
that we conducted at the
Goodhue County Historical Society, and electronic links to reference
documents pertaining to
heritage preservation in
the Red Wing community. The specialists
toured our basement,
sanctuary, school, and
grounds. They asked
questions, took notes,

climbed the steeple,
peered around every
corner and into every
nook. The architects
came again the following
day to measure the
building for floor plans.
They returned once
more to inspect the roof
and gutter systems in an
attempt to ferret out the
source of our water
problems in the sanctuary.
What happens next?
Now we wait. All of our
efforts and theirs will
result in a Historic
Structure Report for our
facility, due in late September. We expect this
report to assess the condition of the buildings,
including their structural
soundness, note our current accommodation
efforts and make suggestions to increase accessibility, recommend plans
of action for facility improvements, and outline
the costs of potential
upgrades. We will also
obtain accurate floor

plans.
Once this process is
complete, the Facilities
Planning Committee will
resume regular meetings.
We will review the Historic Structure Report
and study all of the options presented, including our prospects at the
Spring Creek property
and the former Hancock
School. We will compare costs, review congregational priorities,
and recommend a plan
of action. We do not
expect to come up with
a single solution that
answers all of our facility
issues. However, having
thoroughly examined
our challenges and our
opportunities, we hope
to make a recommendation that will meet many
of our ministry needs.
The Facilities Planning
Committee asks for your
continued support and
prayers as we work on
your behalf.

St. John’s School News
School Begins
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Family Fun Night
Friday, Sept. 7 at Smith’s
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Church Cleaning Groups
9/1/2012

9/8/2012

9/15/2012

9/22/2012

9/29/2012

Group #4

Group #5

Group #6

Group #7

Group #8

Birk, Janice

*Church, Ed

*Danell, Alice

*Dicke, Pat

*Fandrey, Sonny

Bremer, Lorraine

*Church, Kathy

Cordes, Cindy

*Dicke, Todd

Gehlhar, Janet

Bremer, Raymond

Budensiek, Ken

Cordes, Matt

Deml, David

Gehlhar, Jeff

Bruemmer, Dolores

Budensiek, Susan

Dankers, Carol

Dicke, Bonnie

Gehlhar, Laura

Bruemmer, Donald

Budensiek, Vivian

Dankers, David

Dicke, Jared

Gehlhar, Rachel

Brusehaver, James

Burkel, Joyce

Dankers, Dennis

Dicke, Justin

George, Gary

Brusehaver, Linda

Callstrom, Alice

Dankers, Marlene

Dicke, Tyson

George, Margery

Buck, Dallas

Callstrom, Carl

Dicke, Wayne

Gernentz, Barbara

Buck, Jessica

Callstrom, Richard

Deden, Niles

Diercks, Arlen

Gernentz, James

Buck, Judy

Carlson, Dean

Deden, Ross

Diercks, Audrey

Gernentz, Jerod

Buck, Matthew

Carlson, Diane

Deden, Susan

Diercks, Glen

Gernentz, Timothy

Horn, Audrey

Carlson, Gregory

Dilks, Stacy

Diercks, Justin

Shaw, Jenny

Horn, Jim

Cataract, Hallie

Verdugo, Debra

Diercks, Lynn

Shaw, Paul

Jaeger, Chelsea

Cataract, Lin

Verdugo, Mark

Diercks, Suzanne

Fox, Cole

Jaeger, Elyce

Cook, Nancy

Gronseth, Chris

Diercks, Terry

Fox, Kelly

Jaeger, Quinn

Cook, Randy

Gronseth, Claire

Dorn, Michael

Gunhus, Adam

Jaeger, Whitney

Mickelson, Stephanie

Gronseth, Darren

Nelson, Darrell

Gunhus, Ben

Schutz, Mickie

Perkinson, Cheryl

Shannon, Sara

Nelson, Jennifer

Gunhus, Darcy

Perkinson, Christi

Hofius, Dan

Gunhus, Gun

Perkinson, Perk

Hofius, Val

Gunhus, Hannah

Gernentz, Andrea

King, Kelli

Gernentz, April

King, Scott
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Christmas in July
Vacation Bible School
This year’s theme of Vacation Bible School was
“Christmas in July”. It was held July 29 August
2. Forty students from Age 3 through Grade 6
participated. Plus there were several student
volunteers that were in Grade 6 on up to adult.
A light supper was served each evening. A big
thank you to all the people who donated food,
supplies, prizes and your time. Edna Rundquist,
Dorothy Johnson, Pam Klatt, Steve Hove, Trisha
Smith, Chris Ballman and Lavon Augustine for all
the help in preparing, serving, and cleaning
up the meals.
Pastor Engel introduced the first three
evenings and Pastor Lucht did the last two
evenings. Pastor Lucht’s version of
Ebenezer Scrooge’s Christmas Story is one
the students’ favorites. After the pastor’s
introduction the group broke out into 3
groups: Pre k- Kindergarten , Grades 1-2,
and Grades 3 and up. Tricia Bain taught the
youngest group with the help of Rebecca
Peterson, Heather Schulz, Lindsey K., Grace B. and Katie
E. Grades 1-2 were taught by Linsey T. with help from Melanie
Ahrens, Mitchel T. and Mahreah B. Grade 3 and up were taught
by Hannah G., with help from Steve Hove, Candace P. and
Anthony G.
Emma A. was the music leader; they had fun singing “Away in the Manager”
and “Silent Night”. Emma A. also took care of the registration
and attendance with help from Brianna B. and Haley P. Lavon
Augustine, Nikki Mahoney, and Chris Ballman led each group in a
craft, some of the activities included making a
Christmas ornament, decorating Christmas
cookies, frosting cupcakes, and making a
gingerbread Christmas tree. Ben Gunhus
supervised the playground and outdoor activities
with the help of William K. and Anthony G.
Thank you teachers, helpers and food
donors! A very big, big thank you to all of the
parents for taking the time to bring your child. Thanks
kids for participating, I hope you enjoyed Christmas in
July! Merry Christmas!
Thank you!
Darla Vieths, VBS Coordinator
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Register online at
http://salemlutheran.org/wew
or by mail, using the form below.
Hurry, registrations are due by
September 10th.
(A late fee will be applied if registrations
are received after 9/10.)

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church
421 East Avenue
Red Wing, MN 55066

Place
Stamp
Here

Postmaster: Change
Service Requested

We’re on the web!
www.stjohnsredwing.org
www.wels.net
Friend us on Facebook

Todd Engel, Pastor
pastorengel@stjohnsredwing.org
388.1561
Loren Lucht, Pastor
pastorlucht@stjohnsredwing.org
388.7305
Benjamin Bain, Principal, Gr. 6-8
principalbain@stjohnsredwing.org
385.6009
Justin Hansen, Gr. 3-5
mrhansen@stjohnsredwing.org
414.412.8444
Alice Danell, Gr. 1-2
mrsdanell@stjohnsredwing.org
388.2706
Denise Steffenhagen, Gr. PK –K
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
(September through May)
WORSHIP: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
MORNING BIBLE CLASSES: 9:15 a.m.
MONDAY EVENING WORSHIP: 7:00 p.m.
(Excluding Advent & Lent)

SUMMER HOURS

mrssteffenhagen@stjohnsredwing.org

651.345.3658
Kandi Kirchner, Kindergarten Aide
212.6121
Judy Thumann, Instructional Aide
388.9176
Pam Mueller, School Secretary
schoolsecretary@stjohnsredwing.org

388.2611
Annie Jonas, Church Secretary
churchsecretary@stjohnsredwing.org

388.2149

(June through August)
WORSHIP: 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
BIBLE CLASS: 9:15 a.m.
MONDAY EVENING WORSHIP: 7:00 p.m.
ALL EVENING SERVICES during the year are at 7:00 p.m.
COMMUNION is served on the
SECOND and LAST SUNDAYS of the month.

